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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1, 5, 9, 18, 24, and 28 as follows. This listing of claims will 
replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1, (currently amended) A method for reporting supplier on time performance 

comprising: 

storing purchase order data in a data base; and 

generating on time performance reports from the purchase order data, die on time 
performance reports including a number of orders delivered on time by a first supplier with respect 
to each of a plurality of start point / end point pairs, wherein the start point is representative of a 
plurality of events triggering a start of a time period used to measure delivery time, the end point is 
re presentative of a plurality of events triggering an end of a time period used to m easure delivery 
time, and each nf the plurality of start point/end point pairs can be different from each other for at 
least one buyer. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the on time performance reports also 
include a number of line items delivered on time by the first supplier with respect to each of the 
plurality of start point / end point pairs. 

3 . . (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the number of orders delivered on time is 
a percentage. 



4. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein the number of orders delivered on time is 
a percentage and the number of line items delivered on time is a percentage. 
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5. (currently amended) A system for reporting supplier on time performance 
comprising: 

at least one computer; 

first executable code for storing purchase order data in a data base; and 
second executable code for generating on time performance reports from the purchase order 
data, the on time performance reports including a number of orders delivered on time by a first 
supplier with respect to each of a plurality of start point / end point pairs, wfarem the start poinUs 
Representative of a plurality of events triggering a start of a tim e period used to measure delivery 
time, the end point is representative of a plurality of e vents triggering an end of a time Period used 
to measure delivery time, and each of the plurality of start point/end point pairs can hfi different 
from each other for at least one buyer . 

6- (original) The system of claim 5 wherein the on time performance reports also 
include a number of line items delivered on time by the first supplier with respect to each of the 
plurality of start point / end point pairs. 

7. (original) The system of claim 5 wherein the number of orders delivered on time is a 
percentage. 

8. (original) The system of claim 6 wherein the number of orders delivered on time is a 
percentage and the number of line items delivered on time is a percentage. 

9. (currently amended) A method for reporting supplier on time performance 
comprising: 
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storing in a database summarized purchase order data from a plurality of buyers, the 
summarized purchase order data comprising a plurality of records, each record in the plurality of 
records including a supplier, a buyer, a one of a plurality of start point / end point pairs for 
measuring on time delivery, a number of orders placed, and a number of orders delivered on time 4 
wherein each of the start point/end point pair can be d i fferent from each other for each of the 
plurality of buyers, the start point is representative of a plurality of events triggering a Start Of ajfone 
period used to measure delivery time, and the end poin t is representative of a plurality of events 
ff i pgering an end of a time p eriod used to treasure delivery time: 

for a first subset of the plurality of records, each record in the first subset including a first of 
the plurality of start point / end point pairs and a first supplier, summing together the number of 
orders placed included in each record of the first subset to obtain a first total number of orders 
placed with the first supplier for which the first start point / end point pair is used to measure on 
time delivery; 

for the first subset of the plurality of records, summing together the number of orders 
delivered on time to obtain a number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time; 

for a second subset of the plurality of records, each record of the second subset including a 
second of the plurality of start point / end point pairs and the first supplier, summing together the 
number of orders placed included in each record of the second subset to obtain a second total 
number of orders placed with the first supplier for which the second start point t end point pair is 
used to measure on time delivery; 

for the second subset of the plurality of records, summing together the number of orders 
delivered on time to obtain a number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on 
time; and 
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reporting to the plurality of buyers the first total number of orders, the number of the first 
total number of orders that were delivered on time, the second total number of orders, and the 
number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on time. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9 further comprising: 

for a third subset of the plurality of records, each record in the third subset including the first 
of the plurality of start point / end point pairs, the first supplier, and a first of the plurality of buyers, 
summing together the number of orders placed included in each record of the third subset to obtain a 
third total number of orders, the third total number of orders being a number of orders placed by the 
first buyer with the first supplier for which the first start point / end point pair is used to measure on 
time delivery, 

for the third subset of the plurality of records, summing together the number of orders 
delivered on time to obtain a number of the third total number of orders that were delivered on time; 
and 

reporting to the plurality of buyers the third total number of orders and the number of the 
third total number of orders that were delivered on time. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage and the number of the second total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage, the method further comprising; 

dividing the number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
first total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; and 

dividing the number of the second total number of orders that were -delivered on time by the 
second total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100. 
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12. (original) The method of claim 1 0 wherein the number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage, the number of the second total number of orders 
that were delivered on time is a percentage, and the number of the (bird total number of orders that 
were delivered on time is a percentage; the method further comprising: 

dividing the number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
first total number of orders and multiplying the result by 1 00; 

dividing the number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
second total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; and 

dividing the number of the third total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
third total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100. 




13, (original) The method of claim 10 wherein the third subset of the plurality of records 
consists of a single record. 



14. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the summarized purchase order data is 
also from a plurality of suppliers, the method further comprising: 

for a third subset of the plurality of records, each record in the third subset including a first 
of the plurality of start point / end point pairs and a second supplier, summing together the number 
of orders placed included in each record of the third subset to obtain a third total number of orders, 
the third total being a total number of orders placed with the second supplier for which the first start 
point / end point pair is used to measure on time delivery; 

for the third subset of the plurality of records, summing together the number of orders 
delivered on time included in each record of the third subset to obtain a number of the third total 
number of orders that were delivered on time; and 
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reporting to the plurality of buyers and the plurality of suppliers the first total number of 
orders, the number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time, the second total 
number of orders, the number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on time, the 
third total number of orders and the number of the third total number of orders that were delivered 
on time. 

15. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein each of the plurality of records in the 
summarized purchase order data also includes a number of line items and a number of line items 
delivered on time, the method further comprising: 

for the first subset of the plurality of records, summing together the number of line items 
included in each record of the first subset to obtain a first total number of line items ordered from 
the first supplier for which the first start point / end point pair is used to measure on time delivery, 

for the first subset of the plurality of records, summing together the number of line items 
delivered on time to obtain a number of the first total number of line items that were delivered on 
time; and 

reporting to the plurality of buyers the first total number of line items and the number of the 
first total number of line items that were delivered on time. 

16. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein the number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage, the number of the second total number of orders 
that were delivered on time is a percentage, and the number of the third total number of orders that 
were delivered on time is a percentage, the method further comprising: 

dividing the number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
first total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; 
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dividing the number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
second total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; and 

dividing the number of me third total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
third total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100. 

17. (original) The method of claim 15 wherein the number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage, the number of the second total number of orders 
that were delivered on time is a percentage, and the number of the first total number of line items 
that were delivered on time is a percentage, the method further comprising; 

dividing the number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
first total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; 

dividing the number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on time by the 
second total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; and 

dividing the number of the first total number of line items that were delivered on time by the 
first total number of line items and multiplying the result by 100. 

18. (currently amended) A system for reporting supplier on time performance 

comprising: 

at least one computer, 

first executable code for storing in a database summarized purchase order data from a 
plurality of buyers, the summarized purchase order data comprising a plurality of records, each 
record including a supplier, a buyer, a one of a plurality of start point /end point pairs for measuring 
on time delivery, a number of orders placed, and a number of orders delivered on tim e, , wherein 
each ft f the start point/end fftint nair ca n be different from each other for each of the plurality of 
buyers, the start point is representative of a plurality of events triggering a staff of a time period 
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used to measure delivery time, and the end point i « representative of a plurality of events triggering 
an end of a time period used to measure delivery time : 

second executable code for, with respect to a first subset of the plurality of records, each 
record in the first subset including a first of the plurality of start point / end point pairs and a first 
supplier, summing together the number of orders placed included in each record of the first subset to 
obtain a first total number of orders placed with the first supplier for which the first start point / end 
point pair is used to measure on time delivery; 

third executable code for, with respect to the first subset of the plurality of records, sununing 
together the number of orders delivered on time to obtain a number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time; 

fourth executable code for, with respect to a second subset of the plurality of records, each 
record of the second subset including a second of the plurality of start point / end point pairs and the 
first supplier, sumining together the number of orders placed mcluded in each record of the second 
subset to obtain a second total number of orders placed with the first supplier for which the second 
start point / end point pair is used to measure on time delivery, 

fifth executable code for, with respect to the second subset of the plurality of records, 
summing together the number of orders delivered on time to obtain a number of the second total 
number of orders that were delivered on time; and 

sixth executable code for assembling a report, the report including the first total number of 
orders, the number of the first total number of orders that were delivered on time, the second total 
number of orders, and the number of the second total number of orders that were delivered on time; 

wherein the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth executable code is in an electronically 
readable medium accessible to the at least one computer. 

19. (original) The system of claim 18 further comprising: 
sf-1619511 
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seventh executable code for, with respect to a third subset of the plurality of records, each 
record in the third subset including the first of the plurality of start point / end point pairs, the first 
supplier, and a first of the plurality of buyers, summing together the number of orders placed 
included in each record of the first subset to obtain a third total number of orders placed by the first 
buyer with the first supplier for which the first start point / end point pair is used to measure on time 
delivery, and 

eighth executable code for, with respect to the third subset of the plurality of records, 
summing together the number of orders delivered on time to obtain a number/percentage of the third 
total number of orders that were delivered on time; 

wherein the report assembled by the sixth executable code also includes the third total 
number of orders and the number of the third total number of orders that were delivered on time; 
and 

wherein the seventh and eighth executable code is also in an electronically readable medium 
accessible to the at least one computer. 

20. (original) The system of claim 18 wherein the number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage and the number of the second total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage, the system further comprising: 

seventh executable code for dividing the number of first total number of orders delivered on 
time by the first total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; and 

eighth executable code for dividing the number of the second total number of orders that 
were delivered on time by the second total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; 

wherein the seventh and eighth executable code is also in an electronically readable medium 
accessible to the at least one computer. 
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21 . (original) The system of claim 1 9 wherein the number of the first total number of 
orders that were delivered on time is a percentage, the number of the second total number of orders 
that were delivered on time is a percentage, and the number of the third total number of orders that 
were delivered on time, the system further comprising: 

ninth executable code for dividing the number of first total number of orders that were 
dehveredontimeby the first total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; 

tenth executable code for dividing the number of the second total number of orders that were 
delivered on time by the second total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; 

eleventh executable code for dividing the number of the third total number or orders that 
were delivered on time by the third total number of orders and multiplying the result by 100; 

wherein the ninth, tenth, and eleventh executable code is also in an electronically readable 
medium accessible to the at least one computer. 



22. (original) The system of claim 18 wherein the summarized purchase orderdatais 
also from a plurality of suppliers, the system further comprising: 

seventh executable code for, with respect to a third subset of the plurality of records, each 
record in the third subset including a first of the plurality of start point / end point pairs and a second 
supplier, summing together the number of orders placed included in each record of the first subset to 
obtain a first total number of orders placed with the second supplier for which the first start point / 
end point pair is used to measure on time delivery; and 

eighth executable code for, with respect to the third subset of the plurality of records, 
summing together the number of orders dehvered on time to obtain a number of the third total 
number of orders delivered on time; 
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wherein, the report assembled by tie sixth executable code also includes the third total 
number of orders and the number of the third total number of orders that were delivered on time; 
and 

wherein the seventh and eighth executable code is also in an electronically readable medium 
accessible to the at least one computer. 

23. (original) The system of claim 18 wherein each of the plurality of records in the 
summarized purchase order data also includes a number of line items and a number of line items 
delivered on time, the system further comprising: 

seventh executable code for, with respect to the first subset of the plurality of records, 
summing together the number of line items included in each record of the first subset to obtain a 
first total number of line items ordered from the first supplier for which the first start point / end 
point pair is used to measure on time delivery; and 

eighth executable code for, with respect to the first subset of the plurality of records, 
summing together the number of line items delivered on time to obtain a number of the first total 
number of line items delivered on time; 

wherein the report assembled by the sixth executable code also includes the first total 
number of line items and the number of the first total number of line items that were delivered on 
time; and 

wherein the seventh and eighth executable code is also in an electronically readable medium 
accessible to the at least one computer. 

24, (currently amended) A system for reporting supplier on time performance 
comprising: 



sf-X619511 



PAGE 14/29 1 RCVD AT 3/16/2004 7:33:34 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0«EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:415 2687522 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0748 



16. 2004 4:38PM MOFO 28TH FL 



NO. 466 P. 15 



Application No.: 10/071,802 



13 



Docket No.: 426882004000 



means for generating on time performance reports from purchase order data, the on time 
performance reports including a number of orders delivered on time by a first supplier with respect 
to each of a plurality of start point / end point paira. wherein the start point is representative of a 
plurality of events triggering a start of a time period u s ed to measure delivery time, the end point is 
representative nf a plurality of events triggering an end of a time period used to measure delivery 
time, and each of the plurality of start poin t/end point pairs can be different from each other for at 
least one buyer . 




25. (original) The system of claim 24 wherein the on time performance reports also 
include a number/percentage of line items delivered on time by the first supplier with respect to 
each of the plurality of start point / end point pairs. 

26. (original) The system ofclaim 24 wherein the number of orders delivered on time is 
a percentage. 

27. (original) The system ofclaim 25 wherein the number of orders delivered on time is 
a percentage and the number of line items delivered on time is a percentage. 



28. (currently amended) A computer program product in an electronically readable 
medium, the computer program product comprising;. 

executable code for generating on time performance reports from purchase order data, the on 
time performance reports mcluding a number of orders delivered on time by a first supplier with 
respect to each of a plurality of start point / end point pai™, wherein the start point is representative 
of a plurality of events triggering a start of a time pe ri od used to measure delivery time, the end 
point is representative of anluralitv of event s triggering an end of atime period used to measure 
delivery time, and each of the plurality of start point/ end point pairs can be different from each Pther 
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for at least one buyer . 

29. (original) The computer program product of claim 28 wherein the on time 
performance reports also include a number of line items delivered on time by a first supplier with 
respect to each of a plurality of start point/ end point pairs. 

30. (original) The computer program product of claim 29 wherein the number of orders 
delivered on time is a percentage. 

31. (original) The computer program product of claim 30 wherein the number of orders 
delivered on time is a percentage and the number of line items delivered on time is a percentage. 

32. (withdrawn) In a system for reporting supplier performance, the system including 
reporting of order rejections, a method of reporting a reason for order rejections comprising: 

collecting from a first customer predictive data elements about at least one of a plurality of 
orders made by the first customer to a first supplier, the predictive data elements being predictive of 
whether a rejection of items in the at least one of the plurality of orders was customer caused or 
supplier caused; 

making a prediction based on the predictive data elements about whether the rejection of 
items in the at least one of the plurality of orders was customer caused or supplier caused; and 

reporting the rejection as either supplier caused or customer caused based on the prediction, 

33. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein a one of the predictive data elements 
is whether or not the at least one of the plurality of orders was cancelled and wherein if the at least 
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one of the plurality of orders was cancelled, then the prediction indicates that the rejection was 
customer caused. 

34. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein a one of the predictive data elements 
is whether or not an item in the at least one of the plurality of orders was re-shipped and wherein if 
the item was re-shipped, then the prediction indicates that the rejection was supplier caused. 

35. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein a one of the predictive data elements 
is whether or not items in the at least one of the plurality of orders were delivered late and wherein 
if the items in the at least one of the plurality of orders were delivered late, then the prediction is 
mat the rej ection was supplier caused. 




36. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein a one of the predictive data elements 
is whether or not a PO/mvoice mismatch exists with respect to the at least one of the plurality of 
orders and wherein if a PO/Ihvoice mismatch exists, then the prediction is that the rejection was 



supplier caused. 

37. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein a one of the predictive data elements 
is whether or not a payment was less than an invoice amount with respect to the at least one of me 
plurality of orders and wherein if a payment was less than an invoice amount, then the prediction is 
mat the rejection was supplier caused. 

38. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32 wherein a one of the predictive data elements 
is whether or not an item in a one of the plurality of orders was defective, and wherein if the item 
was defective, then the prediction is mat the rejection was supplier caused. 
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39. (withdrawn) A system for reporting supplier performance comprising: 
at least one computer; 

first executable code for storing data collected fiom a first customer including predictive 
data elements about items in at least one of a plurality of orders made by the first customer to a first 
supplier, the predictive data elements being predictive of whether a rejection of items in the at least 
one of the plurality of orders was customer caused or supplier caused; 

second executable code for making a prediction based on the predictive data elements 
whether the rejection was customer caused or supplier caused; and 

third executable code for assembling a report including indication of the rejection as either 
supplier caused or customer caused based on the prediction; 

wherein the first, second, and third executable code is in an electronically readable medium 
accessible to the at least one computer. 

40. (withdrawn) The system of claim 39 wherein a one of the predictive data elements is 
whether or not the at least one of the plurality of orders was cancelled and wherein if the at least one 
of the plurality of orders was cancelled, then the prediction indicates that the rejection was customer 
caused. 

41 . (withdrawn) The system of claim 39 wherein a one of the predictive data elements is 
whether or not an item in the at least one of the plurality of orders was re-shipped and wherein if the 
item was re-shipped, then the prediction indicates that the rejection was supplier caused. 

42. (withdrawn) The system of claim 39 wherein a one of the predictive data elements is 
whether or not items in the at least one of the plurality of orders were delivered late and wherein if 
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the items in the at least one of the plurality of orders were delivered late, then the prediction is that 
the rejection was supplier caused. 

43. (withdrawn) The system of claim 39 wherein a one of the predictive data elements is 
whether or not a PO/Invoice mismatch exists with respect to the at least one of the plurality of 
orders and wherein if a PO/Invoice mismatch exists, then the prediction is that the rejection was 
supplier caused. 

44. (withdrawn) The system of claim 39 wherein a one of the predictive data elements is 
whether or fiot a payment was less than an invoice amount with respect to the at least one of the 
plurality of orders and wherein if a payment was less than an invoice amount, then the prediction is 
that the rejection was supplier caused. 

45. (withdrawn) The system of claim 39 wherein a one of the predictive data elements is 
whether or not an item in a one of the plurality of orders was defective, and wherein if the item was 
defective, then the prediction is that the rejection was supplier caused. 

46. (withdrawn) A system for reporting supplier performance comprising: 
means for collecting from a first customer predictive data elements about at least one of a 

plurality of orders made by the first customer to a first supplier, the predictive data dements being 
predictive of whether a rejection of items in the at least one of the plurality of orders was customer 
caused or supplier caused; 

means for making a prediction based on the predictive data elements about whether the 
rejection of items in the at least one of the plurality of orders was customer caused or supplier 
caused; and 

af-1619511 
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means for reporting the rejection as either supplier caused or customer caused based on the 



prediction. 
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